
JOIN US!

ICHRP Canada is a national chapter of the International Coalition for Human
Rights in the Philippines (ICHRP), a global network of organizations
concerned about the human rights situation in the Philippines and committed
to campaign for just and lasting peace in the country. 

It aims to inform the international community about the grave human rights
situation in the Philippines today, and further strengthen the international
movement for human rights in the Philippines.

Beyond information dissemination, it calls on freedom loving peoples,
organizations, political parties and governments all over the world to express
their concern about the still deteriorating human rights situation in the
Philippines. We call on all to help the tens of thousands of victims in their
quest for justice.

In May 2023, Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie Joly
visited the Philippines to “deepen relations on
maritime and defence cooperation”.
In January 2024, the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) on Defence Cooperation was
signed between Canada and the Philippines,
representing a joint commitment to negotiating a
legally binding defense agreement.
The MOU aims to facilitate closer collaboration on
defense and security, including expanded training
for security forces, increased military exercises,
policy coordination, arms sales, and intelligence
sharing.
Canada observed the largest Balikatan war
exercises between the U.S. and the Philippines this
year.
Canada and the Philippines are currently negotiating
a Status of Visiting Forces Agreement (SOVFA)
which will allow the basing of Canadian troops in
the Philippines and increase Canadian military
presence.
Enhanced defense cooperation with the Philippines
is part of Canada’s strategy to boost economic
partnerships in the Indo-Pacific region and counter
regional threats, especially amid U.S.-China
geopolitical rivalries.

The Indo-Pacific Strategy (IPS) is Canada’s
comprehensive plan aimed at expanding trade and
establishing Canada as an active partner in the Indo-
Pacific region. Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie Joly
highlights that the Indo-Pacific region is now the hub of
global economic activity, crucial for Canada’s growth
and prosperity. 

The IPS regards China as a strategic rival and a threat
to regional stability which must be contained by
strengthening rules-based order. To achieve these
goals, Canada will collaborate with countries in the
region, including the Philippines, through diplomacy,
trade, military presence, and development aid.

Under Marcos Jr., human rights abuses by the
Philippine military, police, and security agencies
are escalating. Marcos Jr. has maintained Duterte-
era mechanisms, such as the Anti-Terror Law and
National Task Force to End Local Communist Armed
Conflict (NTF-ELCAC), that lead to human rights
abuses.

The International Peoples Tribunal conducted on
May 17-18, 2024, in Brussels found Marcos Jr. and
Duterte guilty of violations of International
Humanitarian Law (IHL), citing evidence of
extrajudicial killings, civilian massacres, forced
disappearances, and other abuses committed by
Philippine security forces under his command.

Canada’s collaboration risks complicity in these
human rights abuses, contradicting its stated
values and commitments. Thousands of victims
from rural communities urge a stronger response to
human rights and IHL vioations.

MARCOS JR.  
STATE VISIT TO CANADA

Last year, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau invited
Philippine President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos
Jr. to visit Canada to mark the 75th anniversary of
Canada-Philippine relations.

The visit is part of Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy,
aiming to strengthen bilateral relations with the
Philippines in trade, defense and security. 

SOME FACTS

WHAT IS THE INDO-PACIFIC STRATEGY?

ON ENHANCED DEFENCE COOPERATION

WHY IS PRESIDENT MARCOS JR.
VISITING CANADA?

WHAT ARE THE CONCERNS WITH THE
VISIT?

Despite the diplomatic goals, there are serious
concerns about human rights abuses in the
Philippines under the Marcos Jr. administration. 

Canada’s enhanced defence cooperation will
increase the resources and capacity of the Philippine
military, which are mainly responsible for the human
rights abuses and could likely result in increased
human rights violations. Canada’s increased military
presence and activities in the Indo-Pacific, including
its defence collaboration with the Philippine military,
could heighten conflict in the region and increase
the security risk for the Philippines.

WHAT IS THE HUMAN RIGHTS
SITUATION IN THE PHILIPPINES?

CONTACT US

info@ichrpcanada.org

ichrpcanada

ichrp.canada

ichrpcanada.org

https://www.ichrpcanada.org/


What are our goals before the visit?
Build Support: Engage the Canadian
government and public to reconsider the
invitation due to ongoing human rights
violations in the Philippines.
Raise Awareness: Launch a public awareness
campaign through petitions, op-eds, social
media, and meetings with local MPs.

OUR PLAN HAS THREE PHASES:
BEFORE THE VISIT,  ACTIONS DURING THE VISIT AND POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

How will we engage the public and officials?
Petitions and Letters: Collect signatures and
send letters to the Prime Minister, relevant
ministers, and MPs.
Media Campaign: Submit op-eds and letters to
newspapers, and implement a robust social
media plan.
In-Person Meetings: Arrange meetings with
MPs to discuss concerns about the visit.

 What actions will we take during the visit?
Protests and Demonstrations: Organize protests
and symbolic actions in Ottawa and Toronto.
Media Engagement: Talk to journalists and plan
media coverage of the visit.
Symbolic Actions: Coordinate actions at official
events, including Marcos Jr.'s address to
Parliament.

OBJECTIVES

Internal Education
Develop resource materials on Canada's defense
cooperation policy and train ICHRP members in

advocacy work.

Public Education
Highlight ongoing human rights violations in the

Philippines.

Emphasize Canada's commitment to human rights
and the risks of condoning abuses through the visit.

Outreach
Increase participation in national campaigns and

expand ICHRP presence in new areas.

November
Weeks 18-19: Assess the campaign's progress
and address anniversaries related to human
rights abuses.

December
Weeks 20-21: Prepare statements for
International Human Rights Day and mobilize
for human rights day events. 

HOW DO WE PLAN TO ADDRESS THIS VISIT?

August
Week 1 (July 28 - Aug 4): Request meetings with MPs, 
draft briefing papers, and research the Indo-Pacific
Strategy.
Week 2 (Aug 5 - Aug 11): Continue outreach and coalition
building.
Week 3 (Aug 12 - Aug 18): Plan campaign launch event
and release briefing papers.
Week 4 (Aug 19 - Aug 25): Release op-eds and prepare
for the International Day of the Disappeared.
Week 5 (Aug 26 - Sept 1): Mobilize plans for protests.

What happens after the visit?
Maintain Engagement: Continue public
education and media outreach.
Strengthen Solidarity: Promote people-to-
people solidarity with the Philippines and
build support for future campaigns.

September
Weeks 6-14: Prepare for the visit, 
engage in media activities, and organize
demonstrations during the visit.

October
Weeks 15-17: Continue pre-visit preparations
and address significant anniversaries.
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Who will we engage?
Broad Networks: Engage Filipino organizations,
solidarity groups, unions, churches, human
rights groups, and the business sector.


